


Smilacina racemosa

False Spikenard

Also called false Solomon's seal.  Arching stems with
alternate, oval, pointed leaves and plumes of creamy
white flowers in May-June (the flowers are a bit like
astilbes). Clusters of berries follow the flowers, ripening
from green- and brown-speckled to bright red. In the
fall,  the foliage turns yellow.

Suggested companions:  It can be planted in clumps
with other woodland wildflowers, such as
Jack-in-the-pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum), blue cohosh
(Caulophyllum thalictroides), wild geranium (Geranium
maculatum).
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